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Operations at the Sierra Rutile Limited mines came to a halt on Friday when its second dredge "Solondo" capsized without warning leaving dozens of workers injured while two are feared dead in the accident.

"At the time of the incident there were 50 people onboard. All of the workers have been accounted for, except two," said the company's executive director John Sesay at a press conference in Freetown.

He said the situation was unfortunate, adding that most of the injured have been discharged from the hospital because most of the injuries were superficial. According to Sesay, four people have been sent to a referral hospital for X-Rays. Meanwhile, Sierra Rutile, police, insurance companies, government and other stakeholders are expected to launch investigations into the cause of the incident. Four government ministers are already on the ground collecting firsthand information.

"Our primary focus at this point is the continued search for the two missing workers, (and care for) the injured and their families. We will make no further communication on the cause of the incident until the investigations have been carried out by the various competent authorities," Sesay said.

The dredge was commissioned in January of this year by President Dr. Ernest Bai Koroma with an estimated cost of US$27 million.

Despite routine maintenance checks and health and safety inspections, the dredge disaster was said to have taken workers by complete surprise. Even the deputy general manager Sahr Wonday was onboard at the time of the incident, along with foreign workers from Malaysia.

"If there is a loss of life the company will take care of the families. You can count on that," Sesay assured.

However, the company's management has stressed the seriousness of the incident.

The executive director observed that "this is a very bad situation for the business. I can't imagine something more serious happening in the business case. I believe we have the team, the backing and we will be fine." Sierra Rutile Limited is a rutile mining operation, located in the southwest of Sierra Leone about 135kms from Freetown.
The company holds mining leases over a land area of 580 km2 and has rutile reserves estimated to be 259 million tonnes. The mine is expected to have a lifespan of about 20 years, and has its own port facilities, power supply, airport and road system to Freetown.

